HBA Dress Code - 2026

THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR DRESS CODE

The intent of the dress code at HBA is to teach our students to respect modesty (1 Tim. 2:9; 2
Tim. 2:22), appropriateness (Phil. 4:5), and godliness (1 John 2:15,16).

The dress standard at the academy has been developed with four principles in mind:

e Modesty: Does this call attention to my body?

e God’s creation of man and woman: Does this distinguish me from the opposite sex?

e Uniqueness from the world: Does this help me identify with Christ and not the world?
e Appropriateness: Is this proper for the activity at hand?

Parents, please ensure that your young people meet these standards. These standards will be in
effect for all school functions unless otherwise noted. With this in mind, the academy asks that
casual clothing considered as faddish, worldly, or questionable in style should not be worn to
school activities.

If notified of a dress code issue, parents are asked to give prompt attention to the matter. If
necessary, parents may be asked to pick up their child or bring appropriate clothing to school to
correct the problem.

ScHOOL UNITY

School is an opportune time for our students to grow spiritually, learn from the teachers, and
unite as a school family. We want our teachers and students to wear nice business-casual
clothing. HBA expects parents to help their students create an atmosphere conducive to learning.
School uniforms unite our students in two ways:

1. Fostering Community and Unity:

e School uniforms can help students feel like they are part of a bigger whole, promoting a
sense of unity and belonging. Students are valued for their character and abilities, rather
than their clothing.

e They can make it easier for students to identify fellow members of their school
community, regardless of their individual backgrounds.

e The use of polo shirts, slacks, and modest apparel provides a professional atmosphere.

2. Enhancing Focus on Learning:

e By reducing distractions related to clothing choices, uniforms can help create a more
focused learning environment.

e Students may be less preoccupied with their appearance or with what others are wearing,
allowing them to concentrate on their studies.

Believing that our outward appearance reflects our hearts and minds, Heritage Baptist Academy
expects all parents to exercise good taste and judgment in their children's dress at all times.
Through our clothing, makeup, and hairstyles, we either draw attention to ourselves or magnify
the Lord Jesus Christ.
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DRESS GUIDELINES

HBA values a respectful, wide-ranging, and welcoming environment where all students can
focus on learning and growing together. During school hours, students are to maintain a clean,
neat, and age-appropriate appearance. Please follow these guidelines.

e School polos are to be worn daily. Uniforms are purchased from “The Apparel Store,” 3427
Park Avenue, Memphis. https://the-apparel-store-memphis.printavo.com/merch/heritage-
baptist-academy

e Long-sleeve crewneck, mock turtleneck, or turtleneck shirts may be worn under an HBA
polo.

o HBA logo microfleece, soft-shell, or sport-fleece jackets may be worn; however, a polo must
be worn underneath.

o Bottoms from “The Apparel Store” should be worn. Uniforms should not have holes and
should not be too tight or sagging. Unacceptable school attire would include frayed or torn
clothing, pullover hooded jackets, and non-hooded sweatshirts.

o Older students (3™-6" grade) will have more options with tops and bottoms.
e When wearing uniform shorts, the length should reach to the top of the knee.

o Shoes for students: K3, K4, K5, and 1% graders should wear Velero shoes. 2" graders and
above may wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes or tennis shoes. No light-up shoes, roller
shoes, or shoes with special designs.

e Socks must be solid-colored and not clash with the uniform. Socks may be ankle, crew, or
knee socks. Occasionally, “crazy socks” days will be announced. &

e Regarding field trips, students typically wear school uniforms, in some cases, HBA t-shirts.

e Boys should wear a belt unless wearing pull-on pants/shorts.

e Girls should wear shorts under skirts.

e In colder weather, girls may wear solid-colored tights or solid-colored leggings under their
uniform skirts. (Leggings should not be worn alone instead of pants.)

o Shirts are not required to be tucked in. However, the shirt must be long enough to ensure that
undergarments or the midsection are not visible.

e During competition events, girls in grades 3-6 will need to purchase a black uniform skirt.

PARENTS: PLEASE WRITE YOUR FAMILY NAME OR
INITIALS ON THE LABELS OF YOUR STUDENT’S UNIFORM.

Boys Hairstyles

For boys, conservative and well-groomed hairstyles are expected. Hair should be kept neat, tidy,
and styled in a way that:

e Does not cover or touch the eyebrows.

o Is groomed so that it does not extend over the collar of a standard shirt.

e Avoids extreme or distracting styles, spikes, or unnatural hair colors.

o Boys may wear rings and bracelets in moderation. Necklaces or earrings are not permitted.

We also require that students not wear tails (extended sections of longer hair that contrast with
the rest of the haircut) and advise that visible tattoos are prohibited on school grounds. These
guidelines are in place to support a positive school culture and minimize distractions in the
classroom.
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Girls’ Hairstyles and Ornaments

e Traditional haircuts for girls should be well-kept, groomed, and not worn over the eyes.
e @Girls may wear their hair only in natural colors, including black, brown, blond, and red.
e Girls may wear no more than two earrings in the earlobes. Tattoos are not allowed.

“School Casual” Dress Guidelines

Each school year, HBA will order new casual day T-shirts for students, parents, and faculty.
Order forms will be available at the Parent Orientation meeting and on the first day of school.
Once the T-shirts are delivered, students will be able to wear them on Fridays for Casual Days.

On casual days, students can wear an HBA T-shirt, uniform pants or uniform shorts, tennis
shoes, and socks. If a student does not have a Heritage T-shirt, they may wear a previous HBA
T-shirt. Otherwise, the student may wear a solid-colored T-shirt (not white).
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